
JEFFCO GENERATIONS
A Learning-Centered Vision for our Community’s Schools
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On Oct. 11, Dr. Jason Glass released Jeffco Generations. Here is an overview of the vision; we 
encourage you to engage in the conversation about the future of Jeffco Public Schools.

Public education has been deluged by any number of politically driven reform efforts over the past few 
decades – new academic standards, testing and school rating systems, expanded school-choice options, 
new evaluation systems for educators, layers of budget transparency efforts, and any number of other 
disconnected (and often unfunded) legislative mandates.

Almost all of these policy shifts came from a place of good intentions, and several of them yielded some 
important improvements for education. For example, raising standards and accountability sheds light on 
students we may have been overlooking. In addition, the infusion of choice and competition has led to 
new and innovative school models. 

In spite of all of these changes and tremendous effort involved in implementing them, we have not seen 
the kind of dramatic and positive change in quality across our entire system that we’d hoped for. Our 
schools were often misdirected, confused, and overwhelmed by conflicting reforms that were never 
designed to work together.

Instead of continuing this chaotic approach, Jeffco Public Schools will focus our efforts on strategies which 
have a direct impact on changing the student learning experience. We’ll work to keep the main thing the 
main thing – and that is the LEARNING and 
experiences of our students.

But students don’t learn in isolation – the 
CONDITIONS FOR LEARNING are also 
important. That work happens under the 
direction of and in concert with skilled and 
professional educators and an environment of 
high expectations.

Finally, we all know our students come to 
our schools with all kinds of backgrounds, 
advantages, and challenges. We also 
know that some students come to school 
with different levels of READINESS FOR 
LEARNING. That’s why it’s critically important 
that we work with our communities and 
parents to make sure all students have the 
supports they need in place to engage in the 
learning process.



Learning – Summary
• Transforming Student Task

 » Content Mastery
 » Civic and Global Engagement
 » Self-Direction & Personal Responsibility
 » Communication
 » Critical Thinking & Creativity
 » Collaboration & Leading by Influence
 » Agility & Adaptability

• Responsive Teaching
• Customized Pathways
• Technology to Transform Learning
• Expanding (the Full Range of) Human Experience

 » Arts
 » Music
 » Design
 » Language

The core purpose of any education system is learning. More specifically, its focus 
should be on the experience of the student. Everything the student sees, hears, 
feels, reads, processes, wonders, and experiences in the course of learning form 
the foundation on which everything else must be built.

In school-based learning experiences, the teacher turns things over to the student 
at some point in the learning process to let them practice a new skill or concept. 
This is sometimes referred to as the student “task,” or what we ask the student to 
do, practice, and experience in the process of learning.

Student tasks take all kinds of forms, ranging from the relatively repetitive and 
simple (think worksheets) to the creative and authentic (think of students taking on 
a real and specific problem or project in their community).



Conditions for Learning - Summary
• A Professional Model of Teaching
• High Expectations
• Loose/Tight Leadership
• A Commitment to Equity

Readiness for Learning – Summary
• Schools as Community Hubs
• Social-Emotional Supports
• Expanding Early Childhood Education
• Meaningful Parent & Community Engagement

Any Kindergarten teacher can tell you that students show up on the first day of 
school with lots of differences. Students have different abilities and needs, and we 
have decades of education research which confirms that the biggest indicators of 
student success are related to out-of-school factors and the student’s environment.

Our schools do a lot for our kids and incredible learning breakthroughs happen 
on a daily basis in Jeffco. But our schools can’t solve all of the problems for our 
kids, our families, and our community alone.

Students who are in pain, hungry, scared, abused, and neglected are not 
learning. As a community, we must resolve that we will allow no child in our 
community to have these barriers stand between them and their future.

The student learning experience must remain at the center of our work, but 
this alone is not enough to ensure great learning takes place. The conditions 
surrounding student learning are also important and serve to create an 
educational eco-system where quality learning – the kind that sticks – can  
be experienced.
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Our Values
• Integrity – In Jeff co’s context, this means keeping the focus on students in the face of diffi  cult 

conditions or circumstances.
• Valuing People – All the people connected to Jeff co Public Schools matter to us, above all else. 

When times get tough, we pull together.
• Teamwork – Jeff co has an extraordinary level of human talent, both in our schools and in the 

community. We have a history of positive collaboration and supporting one another.
• Exemplary Performance – Jeff co has a tradition of quality and working to do right by kids and 

community. I am excited to now be part of that tradition.
• Entrepreneurial Spirit – Like our kids and the rest of the world, Jeff co must have the courage to 

adapt, innovate, take calculated risks, and evolve.

To learn more about Jeff co Generations, visit jeff copublicschools.org/about/generations.

Jeff co Generations Skills


